Public participation
Sep 2 at 12:24 AM
Christopher Leonard <christopherthomasleonard@yahoo.com>
To: mkelly@framinghamma.gov

Marion, I received your voicemail a couple of weeks ago, and responded to you in writing, although I mistook your name for Mary Anne - it became evident when I saw your name on the City website. I wrote about discouraging the use of nationalist rhetoric in city affairs because it tends to uphold a false narrative, namely that the state is justified to act aggressively in response to perceived hostility. We may have met during the pandemic when I introduced myself to you at the Memorial Building: you referred me to my district councilor, John Stefanini, when I asked about who to talk to about initiating a municipal compost collection service. The Mayor's task force has been working for a few months to review the prospect.

In the City's newsletter of September 1, you announced a commemoration ceremony for the seventeen individuals you name. I asked two weeks ago (see attachment), and I will repeat my request: please acknowledge the illegal wars, extra-judiciary assassinations, and secret torture programs such as at Guatanamo Bay, where some inmates are still being held without due process, that the events of September 11, 2001 enabled the Bush Administration to implement. The immoral and unconstitutional wars are a disgrace to our nation. As a nation, if one only honors the wrongful death of one's own kind, one cannot be expected to uphold human kind as a whole. The American public was misled by the media who repeated government lies to rally support for an unpopular war. Critics of war were accused of supporting terrorists. Speech was frozen by the Patriot Act, unconstitutionally authorizing the executive branch to ignore Americans' fourth amendment right to be left alone.

Let us remember all of the wrong ways America responded to the events of twenty three years ago. Rather than resorting to militarism, the United States could have strengthened its economic ties with other nations. Instead, it approached the world with the attitude "if you are not with us [in our illegal invasion of Iraq], then you are against us."

I am prepared to record my voice and can send you a three minute audio file if this will help you to integrate my participation at your meeting. Should I be addressing the Public Information Officer? I continue to watch your meetings from the Government Channel website.

About participating on Zoom, I do not agree to be bound by your third party vendor for remote participation service. Is there a resource in the Memorial Building to help accommodate my request to play back the audio file during the public participation segment of you meeting? Attached is my senior portrait from Genesis 2004 (Internet Archive website below) for your information.

Christopher Leonard
137B Winthrop Street, Apt. 1
Framingham, MA 01702
(508) 241-2329
https://archive.org/details/genesis2004fram

**********************original attempt**********************

Please include this statement against war as my participation on the record of your next meeting. If you would like me to edit it or read it out loud for you and the public, what are my constraints and your editorial standards? Naturally, I would want to refrain from too much invective in my delivery: yet the subject matter calls for some vituperation. It is urgent that a voice for peace be heard in your chamber, even at the risks of being called a "traitor" and of being treated as one.

War is not socially useful, especially when you call it "defense": it is provitable for American arms and munitions manufacturers and those who mythologize about the glory of war on behalf of the war lobby on Capitol Hill. It never has been useful for most people, and it never will be, no matter how much you exploit nationalism to inculucate an attitude of hubris, overweaning pride, rather than useing nationalism as a cause for responible participation in the global community of nations. When you honor the wounded and killed in our system of organized violence, you fail to acknowledge the wounded and killed of other allegiances. This generates a false image of war as redeeming for the American warrior: false because it ignores the brutality of state aggression. Warriors are also the victims of a civilian authority willing to wage their lives for their improvident pursuits.

That so many you named in your newsletter report on the Purple Heart City were injured or killed while enacting disgraceful commands from civilian and military authority suggests a failure of participatory government. These days, refering to low voter participation rates and local races for office without contenders, Americans do not seem to want to participate; rather, they seem resigned to being led by one or another who does not represent their views and values - in my opinion, more should be done to inform voters of the offices on the ballot and their respective candidates. These unrepresentative representatives lead Americans to senseless acts of organized aggression against weaker, often unprovocative foreign entities, either directly by dispatching warriors or indirectly by supporting and arming client nations or militias, all for the thrill of murder and the greed of domination, not for my liberty, nor for your liberty.

You do not represent me when you fail to acknowledge the victims of American aggression: this suggests you believe Americans are more worthy of acknowldgement than those they wrongfully slay. Fundamentally, murder is wrong and you know it: "Thou shalt not kill" is not "Thou shalt not kill, unless your elected official gives you permission to kill people in other countries". Homicide is against cilivian law and against any sense of decency, decency even for perceived inferiors. Please cease mythologlizing about war: my fellow American did not enagage in combat for my liberty: they engaged in combat to rape, steal and kill because they were too afraid to disobey their superior or too ignorant to know the full impact of their rash decisons. Many volunteer in the armed forces because of unavailable economic oppurtunity in other sectors of the labor force. Please acknowledge the dead and injured of all nationalities, not only those of your own national-political identity.